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liiron meanwhile placed his troops as well as he
could, on ground very unequal and much cut up. He
wished to execute the order he had received, less from
any hopes of success in a combat so vastly dispropur-
tioned than to secure himself from the blame of a gen-
eral so ready to censure those who did not follow his
instructions. Hut he was advised so strongly not to
take so hazardous a step, that he refrained. ManVliuI
Matignon, who arrived soon after, indeed specially pro-
hibited him from acting.

While this was passing* Biron heard sharp firing un
his left, beyond the village. He hastened there, and
found an encounter of infantry going on* I h* sustained
it as well as he could, whilst the enemy were gaining
ground on the left, and, the ground being difficult (there
was a ravine there), the enemy were kept at bay until
M. de Vendorne came up. The troops he brought were
all out of breath. As soon as they arrived, they threw
themselves amidst the hedges, nearly all in columns,
and sustained thus the attacks of the enemies, and an
engagement which every moment grew hotter, without
having the means to arrange themselves in any order,
The columns that arrived from time to time to the re-
lief of these were as out of breath as the others, and
were at once sharply charged by the enemies, who* be-
ing extended in lines and in order, knew well how to
profit by our disorder. The confusion was very great:
the new-comers had no time to rally; there was a long
interval between the platoons engaged and those meant
to sustain them; the cavalry and the household troops
were mixed up pell-mell with the infantry* which in-
creased the disorder to such a point that our troops no